
  

Adjust the Sails 
 

By David Wright 
 
Leadership expert and author John Maxwell says that “the 
pessimist complains about the wind. The optimist expects 
it to change. The leader adjusts the sails.” Great point. Many 
circumstances are beyond our control. But our response to 
them is up to us. 
 
A Bible search for terms such as “adjust” or “adapt” may 
leave us thinking that the scriptures have nothing to say on 
this subject. But important biblical principles aren’t always 
presented in modern terms. Consider the leadership 
experiences of some men who “adjusted the sails.” 
 
When Moses led the people of Israel out of slavery, he 
expected a quick march to Canaan and an immediate 
dispossession of its inhabitants. But the wind blew. The 
people lost confidence in God. Instead of invading the 
Promised Land, they wandered in the desert for four 
decades. And so Moses adjusted the sails. He wasn’t the 
general of a victorious army but rather the shepherd of a 
great flock of straying sheep and stubborn goats. 
 
After Saul died on Mount Gilboa, David expected to be king 
over all Israel. But the wind blew. Israel’s general Abner 
appointed Saul’s son Ish-bosheth to reign in his father’s 
place. And so David adjusted the sails. He did become king – 
but only over the tribe of Judah. After an extended military 
campaign and the assassination of Ish-bosheth, David 
finally began to rule over the entire nation. 
 
The apostles expected to reign with Jesus in a political 
kingdom headquartered on earth. But the wind blew. Jesus 
would reign in our hearts. His subjects are his true 
disciples. Those who long to be great in the kingdom of 
heaven must be servants of all. And so the apostles 
adjusted the sails. They finally understood that the path to 
glory began at the cross. 
 
Life happens. Things don’t always turn out as expected. So 
what do we do when the wind blows? Do we grumble and 
complain? Do we hope without good reason that our 
situation will improve on its own? Or do we adjust the sails 
– make the best of difficult circumstances, resolve to learn 
from our mistakes, and grow in adversity? 
 

Gen. 3:20-23 “Our First Mother”  (AM)  
 
2 Cor. 11:2-4 “But the Serpent Said” (PM) 

Visitors, we are glad you came and hope you will fill out 
the pink side of the visitor card on the back of the pew in 
front of you. We have an attended nursery for infants to 
18 months. Please come back. 
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Mary Watson got to come 

home Tuesday. 

 

Nadine Tunnell went to the 

Health Care Center in Terrell for 

Rehab.  They home to get her 

moved to a rehab in Forney 

soon. 

 

Johnnie Rowden was in Baylor 

for a few days.  She was 

expected to come home 

yesterday.  

 

Please remember to pray for:  

Marshal and Shirley Tunnell, 

and Teresa Noble  

 

 

The Evangelism Team will 

be door knocking this 

afternoon at 3:30.  Everyone 

is welcome.    

No Roundhouse tonight! 

 

 

 
May 24 – David and Angie Patterson 

 

Dinner with Family 

meets every Wednesday 

evening from 5:30- 6:45. 

It's okay if you are late . 

You are still welcome. 

Only $2 dollars for each 

person or $5 dollars for  a  

family. Joyce and Paula 

want to especially 

encourage Christian men 

to come and lead the 

prayer before the meal! 

And if you cannot make it 

in time to eat they will fix 

you a to go box. lust text or 

call and let them know. 

(loycecell:214 - 674- 2471, 

Paula cell:972-805-6778.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


